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„ PASTORAL LETTER 


TO THE 


CATHOLIC CLERGY 


OF THE 


UNITED DIOCESSES 


WATERFORD AND "LISMORE, 


RIGHT REVEREND 
THOMAS HUSSEY, D. D. 


Dearly beloved Brethren in Chriſt, 


IN theſe critical and awful Times, when Opinions ſeem 
ſpreading over this Iſland, of a novel and dangerous Ten- 
dency—when the Remnants of old Oppreſſion, and new 
Principles which tend to Anarchy, are ſtruggling for Vic- 
tory, and which in the Colliſion may produce the Ruin of 
Religion; when a moral Earthquake ſhakes all Europe, I 
felt no ſmall Affliction and Alarm, upon receiving the ſupe- 
rior Command of the Head of the Church, to preſide over 
the Catholics of theſe United Dioceſſes, upon the Death of 


your moſt venerable, and ever to be regretted Prelate, your 
late Biſhop. 


In the Midſt of theſe Fears and Alarms, it was a great 
Conſolation to me, to be aſſured of the Piety, Zeal, and 
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Loyalty of the Clergy, under my Spiritual Care; and that 
their Exertions were conſtantly employed to keep the Laity 
within the Bounds of Religion, Morality, and Decorum. 
That no Part of Ireland was more exempt from Turbulence, 
and Infubordination to the Laws, than this Diſtrict; and 
that the Memory of the legal Injuſtices and Cruelties former— 
ly practiſed in this Country, by Men, who made Religious 
Diſtinctions a Stalking Horſe for Political Purpoſes, is con- 
pletely and happily effaced, I hope, for ever 


It is upon you, very reverend, and dearly beloved Bre- 
thren, that, under God, my Reliance 1s, that the Catholic 
Faith will produce its happy Effects, in mending and im— 
proving the Morals of the Flock, which I commit to your 
Care, reſpectively. Let me beſeech you, to attach your- 
ſelves to them, by frequently inſtructing and exhorting thein, 
eſpecially as often as you approach the Sacred Altar ; and 
certainly you cannot fail to attach them to you, by ſuch a 
plous, exemplary, aud zealous Conduct. Do not permit 
yourſelves to be made tie Inſtruments of the Rich of this 
World, who will try, by Adulation, and poſſibly by other 
Means, to make Inſtruments of you, over the Poor, ſor thei; 
own Temporal Purpoles, and perhaps to render vour Sacred 
Miniſtry odious to them. The Poor were always your 
Friends—they 1ntlexibly adhered to you, and to their Re- 
ligion, even in the worſt of Times. They ſhared their 
icanty Meal with you, and with your Predeceſſors; and 
thereby preſerved a Succeſſion of Spiritual Paſtors through - 
out the Kingdom, It they had acted otherwiſe, conformed 
do the Errors of the Nation, and imitated the Conduct of 
tne Rich, who not only ſhut their Doors againſt you, but 
not unfrequeatiy hunted you like wild Beaſts, I ſhould not 
de able to addreſs the preſent reſpectable Body of Clergy, 
under my Spiritual Authority. Such a Conſideration cannot 
fail to enliven your Zeal, and with affectionate Attachment 
towards them, to impel you to inſtruct them in their Duties, 
to reſtrain their Errors, and to correct their Vices—Argue 
oer Increpa, in emui Patientia, && Doctrina.— Upon all 
proper Occaſions, /peat 10 them the Words of eternal Life, 
without Fear, or Deference, towards the Enemies of our 
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Holy Faith. The Paſtor, who doth not act in this Manner, 
towards his Flock, hath loſt the Grace of his Vacation, or 
perhaps he never received it from God, He is the merce- 
nary Shepherd, deſcribed in the Scripture, who, upon ſeeing 


the Wolf, runs away, and abandons his Flock, an eaſy 
Prey to him. 


At the ſame Time that I charge yon to avoid all Politica' 
Interferences, as unworthy the Miniſters of him, whe Ring 


dom ts wt of this World, I call upon vou to ſtand firm againif 


all Attempts, which may be made, under various Pretexts. 
to withdraw any of your Flock from the Belief and Practice 
of the Catholic Religion. Remonſtrate with any Parent. 
who will be ſo criminal as to expoſe his Offspring to thoſe 
Places of Education, where his Religious Faith or Morals 
are likely to be perverted. If he will not attend to your 
Remonſtrances, refuſe him the Participation of Chriſt's 
Body: if he ſtill thould continue obſtinate, denounce him 
to the Church, in order that, according to Chriſt's Com: 
mandinent, ke be confidered as a Heathen and Pudblican,. 

If, in any of your Diſtricts, the Catholic Military fre— 
quent Proteſtant Places of Worſhip, it is your Duty to ex- 
poſtulate with them, and to teach them how contrary to the 
Principles of the Catholic Faith it is, exteriorly to profets 
one Faith, and interiorly to believe another. That ſuch 
Hypocriſy, even in the Eyes of the World, is mean and pu- 
fllanimous, as well as odious and abominable in the Sight of 
God. That the military Garb they. wear, implies a manly 
Candour, that abhors ſuch Duplicity. That this manly 
Candour is peculiarly the Character of an Iriſh Soldier, who 
ought not to be aſhamed of openly profeſſing the Catholic 
Religion——the Religion of Iriſimen. Iuſtruct them, that in 
all Matters regarding the Service of the King, their Officers 
are competent to command them, and that they are bound 
to obey: but in Matters regarding the Service of the King 
of Kings, their Officers have no Authority over them. Their 
Perſonal Religion is their own natural, uncontroulable, im- 
preſcriptible Right, ſubje& to the Spiritual Authority of the 
Catholic Church, and in which the Laws of the Land cannot 
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enjoy a coercive Authority. In all Temporal Matters, they 
are ſubject to their Temporal Rulers. In all Spiritual Matters, 
they are ſubje to their Spiritual Rulers. Theſe two Au- 
thorities, like parallel Lines in Mathematics, can never touch 
each other. By the ſmalleſt Declination, they loſe even 
their Names, Guard them from being deluded by the hack- 
nied Phraſe of Liberality of Sentiment.” Surely Liberality 
of Sentiment does not conſiſt in holding all Creeds, and al! 
Forms of Worſhip, to be equal! He who thus expreſſes 
himſelf, is a Latitudinarian, who deſpiſes all Creeds—all 
Forms of Worſhip! The Man of true Liberaiity, is he, who 
conſcientiouſly believes, and ſcrupulouſly follows, that Creed 
and Form of Worſhip, which is conformable to his Conſci- 
ence, yet lives in Charity—in Concord—in Amity with al} 
others, of every Religious Perſuaſion. The Man of true 
Liberality, is he, who employs his Conſcience as the Helm 
with which he ſteers, in his Religious Voyage, leaving 
others to ſteer theirs by a ſimilar Guide, The Man of true 
Liberality, 1s he, with whom a Difference in religious Opi- 
nions, makes no Difference in Social Life,—living in equal 
Harmony with ali, and frequently beſtowing more Kind- 
neſs, and more Bounty, upon thoſe who differ from him in 
Religious Opinions, when they want it more, than upon 
thoſe of his own Communion, The Man of true Libera. 
lity, is he, who, when raiſed above the Reſt, to govern a 
great People, ſcorns to attend to the paltry Diſtinctions 
of Sect or Party—ſpurns from his Preſence thoſe intereſted 
Adviſers of a dangerous Faction, who would diſhonour him, 
and abuſe the Sacred Name of Majeſty, to enrich them- 
ſelves; but, like a true Patriot, raiſes to Power and In- 
fluence, thoſe whom, in his Conſcience, he thinks of moſt 
Ability and Integrity, to ſerve King and Country. To ſum 
up the whole, the truly liberal Man, is he, who makes his 
Religion the Guide for his own perſona] and private Con- 
duct, and not a Rule to guide—to govern—or to compel 
others to act againſt their Conſcience, and their Religion. 


The many compulſory Means lately employed (and ſeveral 
Inſtances of them within this very Dioceſs, not many Days 


ſince), to drive the Catholic Military to Proteſtant Places of | 


worſhip, 
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Worſhip, alarmed the true Friends to the King and his Ser- 
vice, and every Well-wiſher to the Peace and Quiet of the 
Country, Such unwarrantable Steps could not make Pro- 
ſelytes of the Catholic Military—it might in Time, make 
them indifferent to all Forms of Worſhip, and thereby Ja- 
cobinize them upon the French Scale, and perhaps in theHour 
of Danger, induce them to forget their Duty, and their 
Loyalty, in order to be revenged of their Perſecutors. 


Oh, how different are the Principles of a Catholic Soldier, 
educated in the Belief, and living in the full Exerciſe of his 
Religion! He clearly convinces his Countrymen, that mi— 
litary Valour is not inconſiſtent with Religious Piety; but 
that, on the contrary, they are natural Allies. That, when 
called to protect and defend his Country, he is fearleſs, and 
intrepid, in the Midſt of Danger: His Boſom glowing with 
this Conhideration, that his Death upon his Poſt, promotes 
him to a ſuperior Poſt, in Eternity. The Unbeliever, who 
ſees nothing beyond the Grave, more naturally ſhrinks from 
the Danger of his Diſſolution; or, if he ſeems to aſſume 
Courage, it is either the brutal Infenfibility of his Temper, 
or an artificial Maſk, which he puts on, to ſcreen him from 
the Contempt which is ſure to follow Cowardice, But the 
Courage and Intrepidity of a true Catholic, in the Diſcharge 
of his Duty, 1s a calm heroic Intrepidity, which ſees the 
Danger in his Road, but ſees Immortality beyond it. He 
marches courageouſly on, ſure that if he falls, it is to rife 
again beyond the Grave. But when the Unbeliever ſees the 
Danger, he ſees nothing beyond it; and thinks, that if he 
falls, that Moment puts a final, and fatal Period, to all his 
Schemes of Ambition—of Fortune—and Pleature, and that 
he finks into eternal Night—never—never to riſe again. 
Surely ſuch an impious Idea is capable of tranſmuting even 
a naturally brave Man, into a cowarldy Slave. Let me ſay 
all, in one Sentence. Thoſe Sentiments of Intrepidity—of 
Fidelity—of Honour, which high Birth, and poliſhed Edy- 
cation, impreſs upon thoſe of an elevated Sphere in Life, 
cannot be ſuperior to the Sentiments of Fidelity, of Courage, 
and of Honor, which the Catholic Religion, if fixcerely be- 
lie ved, and pioufly prattijed, would inſpire into the loweſt in 
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the Ranks; and who, if his Duty calls him, would ſhew a 
Courage and Intrepidity equal to Alexander and Cæſar; and 
as unſullied Loyalty and Integrity as thoſe Stateſmen and 
Generals who regulate Kingdoms, or who defend them. 


In all your Proceedings, very reverend and dearly beloved 
Brethren, avoid intermixing the Politics of the World, with 
the ſublime and heavenly Maxims of the Catholic Religion— 
they have not the ſmalleſt Connection with each other. The 
one is Spiritual—the other is Temporal] : the one regards the 
tranfitory;Aﬀairs of this World—the other the eternal Affairs 
of the World to come. As the Catholic Faith is a Religion 
preached to all Nations, and to all People, fo it is ſuitable to 
all Climes, and all Forms of Government—Monarchies or 
Republics—Ariſtocracies or Democracies. Deſpotic or Po- 
pular Governments are not the Concerns of the Catholic 
Faith. It may well ſuit a ſmall Sect to regulate its Creed 
and Form of Worſhip, according to the Shape and Form of 
Government of the limited Boundaries where that Set 
aroſe, exiſts, and dies away. Not ſo the Religion, which 
the Prophet foretold ſhould extend from the Riſing to the 
Setting Sun, which has been propagated and promulged 
from Peru to China, from the Eaſt to the Weſt Indies, 
from Pole to Pole—teaching the ſame Docrine—adminiſter- 
ing the ſame Sacraments, and offering up the adorable 
Sacrifice of the Redeemer, wherever Man is found, and 
God adored. It is therefore called the Catholic, or Univer- 
ſal Religion. It may well ſuit the Laity of your reſpective 
Diſtricts, to purſue their Temporal Concerns, and their 
Temporal Politics, by fuch Ways as appear to them fair, 
peaceable, and loyal; and their paſt Conduct is a Proof 
that they are incapable of purſuing them by any other 
Means. If their Conduct has always been loyal and peacea- 
ble, even in the worſt of Times if, even when Religious 
Penalties made them total Strangers in their native Land 
if, when the ruling Party, with Inſolence in their Looks, 
and Oppreſſion in their Hands, ground them down—when 
ſome of the moſt powerful Men in the Nation declared in 
the Senate, that they hoped to ſze the Day when no Catholic 
would dare to ſpeak to a Proteſtant with his Hat on-—when, 
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even the Courſe of Juſtice was perverted, and the Channels 
of it dried up, according to the Prejudices and party 
Views of the Judges who fat on the Bench, and were paid 
for the impartial Adminiſtration of it, by Taxes levied 
upon the oppreſſed Sufferers—yet, even in theſe provok- 
ing Times, if the Body of Catholics remained inflexibly 
attached to their Religion, and to their King, what have vou 
to dread from their Proceedings, when not only the Judges 
are equitable and humane, but alſo a great Part of thete 
;mpolitic Religious Penalties are removed, and the Reſt of 
them in ſuch a State of Progreſs to be totally removed? 
That however a Jux10, for their own intereſted, or other 
nniſter Views, may raiſe Mobs to try to throw Obſtacles 
againſt the total Repeal of them, yet all their Efforts muit 
be uſeleſs— The vaſt Rock is already detached from the 
Mountain's Brow, and whoever oppoles its Deſcent and 
Removal, muſt be cruſhed by his own maſh Endeavours, 
The Popery Laws are upon the Eve of being extinguiſhed 
for ever; and may no wicked Hand ever again atteinpt to 


divide this Land, by making Religious Diſtinctions a Maſk, 
to divide—to diſturb—to oppreſs it. 


Make your Flock ſenſible to the Honor of being accounted 
a Member of the Catholic Communion—that they are not 
Members of a imall Sec, limitted to that Country where 
the Sect itſelf was formed. They are Members of a great 
Church, which has laſted more than 1700 Years—which 
flouriſhed in every Part of the habitable World.—1z omnem 
terram exivit ſonus eorum, & in fines orbis terræ verba eorum 
and that Chriſt has promiſed that it will flouriſh until Time 
ſhall be no more. U/que ad conſummationem Sæculi Porte 


That conſequently, they 
ſhould not be aſhamed to belong to a Religion, which ſo 


many Kings and Princes—ſo many of the moſt poliſhed and 
learned Nations of the World, glory in profeſſing. 


Remind them, that two Centuries of Perſecution have 
tried, in vain, to pervert them: That the Annals of the 


Church—the Hiſtory of Mankind, does not afford another 
Example like theirs of Perſeverance in their Religious Prin. 


clples. 
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ciples- That = in the Hiſtory of every other Nation, 
or People, that much ſhorter Time was ſufficient, by 
Penal Reitrictions of Religion, to gain over the People to 
the Religion of the State z but that two Centuries of per- 
Teciifing Laws—immenſe Sums of MoneySiven by Parliament 
to gain over Prolelytes, and levied upon thoſe very People, 
whote Creeds they thereby endeavonred to purchaſe, left 
ſtill the great Body of the Nation faithful to that Spark 
which St. Patrick lighted at the great Altar of the Catholic 
Church, and ſpread over this Ifland ; and that Nine-tenths 


of the Nation at large, and Ninety-nine Hundredths of this 
Diocels, are ſtill faithful and hey 


Catholics, , notwith- 


- ſtanding what they and their Anceſtors ſuffered or their 


Fidelity; and for which they are as unrivalled in the Hiſtory 
of the Church—as inſulated an Exception to the prevari- 


cating Verſatility of Man, as the geographical Situation ot 
the Iſland itſelf W the Reſt of the World. 


That Portion of the Catholics of Ireland, which God has 
committed to my Spiritual Care, I call upon you, very 
reverend and dearly beloved Brethren, as my Coadjutors 
and Aſſiſtants, to aid me, by Word, and by Example, to 


inſtruct, and to feed, with the Nord of Salvation, and with 


the Bread of Angels. It is a laborious, but it is alſo a 
meritorious, and an honourable Employment. It forms 
the ſtrongeſt Bulwark to the State, by being the beſt Supple- 
ment to the Laws; which, without Morals, ' are vain, A 
faithful Diſcharge of theſe Duties, will form our Crown, 
and our Glory, when, at the laſt Day, the Supreme Paſtor 
will come to judge Us, and to judge the World. 


DUBLIN; PRINTED BY 


H. FITZPATRICK, 2, UPPER O,. Ur. 
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